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  A recent two-day trip to New York City was  
inspiring and uplifting.  One is instantly energized by 
the pace and rhythm of pedestrian and vehicular  
traffic.  The sights abound, inspiring you to walk and 
explore until your feet hurt. 

A tremendous building boom is underway in Manhat-
tan, as well as nearby boroughs such as Queens.  
Residential towers are rising everywhere, some with 
very striking architecture.  Numerous office buildings 
are also under construction.  Re-purposing of historic 
structures has enormous momentum.  Boarded-up, 

abandoned buildings are rare. Some vacant storefronts 
exist, reflective of todayôs retail disruption. 

The National September 11 Memorial is extremely 
well done.  Central Park on Saturday morning was 
awash with people, pets and strollers.  Times Square 
was what you would expect, yet surprisingly crowded 
on a weekday. 

Our last time in New York was in March 2002, just 
months after the horrible tragedy that stunned the city. 
This moment offered a stark and beautiful contrast. 
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